
Welcome
To the SMSC 2023 in Bern!

The organizing committee is thrilled to welcome 
you and 480 other medical students from all 
across Switzerland in Bern! 

March 2023

swimsa Swiss Medical Students‘ Association
Verband Schweizer Medizinstudierender
Association Suisse des Etudiant∙e∙s en Médecine
Associazione Studenti di Medicina Svizzeri

This SMSC is organized in collaboration with the 
Bern Center for Precision Medicine.
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Be excited for a weekend full of captivat-

ing presentations, diverse workshops, 

fun games and a unique party! We hope 

that you will have a stunning weekend. 

The swiss medical student’s convention this semester will be all about precision med-

icine. Precision medicine is a new paradigm of medical care. It assumes that every 

person is unique and that these individual patient characteristics should also reflect 

in therapy planning. Thus, therapies depend not only on disease patterns but also on 

genetic predisposition, environmental factors and lifestyle.



The presentations and 
workshops...
will discuss questions like:

• What are the concepts of precision medicine?

• What is the role of data-based technologies in the development of individualized 

therapeutic approaches?

• How can precision medicine be implicated in clinical practice and what are the 

challenges?

• What are the points of discussion when looking at precision medicine from an ethical 

or economic point of view?

Stay curious to learn more about this topic 
and have a great weekend with us in Bern, 
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Programme
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
24.03.2023

25.03.2023

26.03.2023

19:00 Check-in

Apéro, games 

22:00 tour to accomo-
dation

  
8:00  Check-in and breakfast
 
9:00  Welcome speech 

9:30  “Introduction to Precision 
Medicine“
Prof. Dr. Mark Rubin 
 
10:30  Break
 
11: 00  “Precision Medicine and 
Rare Diseases“
Dr. rer.  nat. Anne Gregor 

11:30  “Personalised mutualism 
with our microbiota in health and 
disease“
Prof. Dr. med. Andrew MacPherson
 

12:00  “Precision medicine in visceral 
surgery”
Prof. Dr. rer.  nat. Deborah Stroka 
 
12.30  Lunch
 
14:00  Workshops

15:30  Break

16: 00  “Swiss Per sonalized Health 
Network: From clinical routine data to 
FAIR research data“
Dr. Sabine Österle 

17:00  Project Fair Introduction
17:30  Project Fair

18:30  Dinner in the von Roll Mensa 
and party!

 9:00 Breakfast 

10:00 Podium part 1

11:00 Break

11:15 Podium part 2

12:15 Closing ceremony

13:00 Lunch to go
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Saturday 9.30

Prof. Dr. Mark Rubin is an expert and

renowned researcher in the field of 

Precision Medicine, especially Precision 

Oncology. He was the founding director 

of the Englander Institute for Precision 

„Introduction to 
Precision Medicine“

Medicine at Weill Cornell Medicine, 

where he still holds lectures of Pathology 

and Laboratory Medicine. Also, he was 

co-leader of the All of Us program for New 

York City (U.S. National Precision Medicine 

Program). Now being recruited to Bern, 

he is the Director of the Department for 

BioMedical Research, where he conducts 

research in the field of precision oncol-

ogy and is the leader of the Bern Center 

for Precision Medicine (BCPM), which 

has the vision to establish the regulatory, 

technical, clinical, ethical and economic 

framework to create a robust precision 

medicine approach to treating patients 

in health and disease. The BCPM has 

the mission to lead to new approaches 

in disease prevention, treatment and drug 

development as well as to develop new 

economic efficiencies for our health care 

system and to educate the next genera-

tion care takers and scientists about the 

long-term benefits of precision health 

care.

Prof. Dr. 
Mark Rubin
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Saturday 11.00

Dr. rer. nat. Anne Gregor conducted her 

research in Germany, at the Friedrich-

Alexander Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg, 

where she studied „Molecular Medicine“ 

and later completed her PhD in „Human 

„Precision Medicine 
and Rare Diseases“

Genetics“. Since 2021 she has been work-

ing as a research associate (Postdoc) at 

the University Clinic for Human Genetics 

of the Inselspital Bern. Her research 

project „Modelling LHX2-associated 

neurodevelopmental disorder in human 

brain organoids“ was one of the winning 

projects in the BCPM Young Investigator 

project call. Therefore she was given the 

opportunity to lead her own pilot project 

and gather pilot data for pursuing another 

grant such as SNF/Ambizione/PRIMA. 

Additionally, she is the co-leader of the 

Female Empowerment in Life Science 

(FELS) Network of the medical faculty at 

the University of Bern.

Dr. rer. nat. 
Anne Gregor
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Saturday 11.30

Prof. Dr. med. Andrew MacPherson con-

ducted his studies at the University of 

Cambridge. The beginning of his impres-

sive career took place in Great Britain, after 

that he worked as a physician, researcher 

„Personalised mutual-

ism with our microbiota 

in health and disease“

in Experimental Immunology and Full 

Professor of Medicine in Zürich and 

Ontario. Since 2008 he is a Full Professor 

of Medicine as well as Clinic Director and 

Chief Physician of Gastroenterology 

at the University of Bern. He leads the 

Gastroenterology/Mucosal Immunology 

Research Group in the Department for 

Biomedical Research at the Inselspital 

Bern. Also, he is member of the Scientific 

Review Board of the BCPM.

Prof. Dr. med. 
Andrew 
MacPherson
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Saturday 12.00

Prof. Dr. rer. nat. Deborah Stroka got 

a bachelor‘s degree in Biology and 

Psychology at the Syracuse University 

in New York, later she got her Master‘s 

degree in Biology at Harvard University. 

„Precision medicine in 

visceral surgery“

She did a doctorate at Harvard Medical 

School and after that, worked as Post-

Doctoral Fellow in Zürich at the Institute 

of Physiology and in Birmingham in the 

Department of Surgery of the Division of 

Medical Sciences. Since 2002, she is the 

Research Laboratory Head and Group 

Leader of Visceral and Transplantation 

Surgery at the Department of BioMedical 

Research of the University of Bern. Her 

research project „Single cell analysis for 

non-invasive biomarker discovery for 

NASH patients using both protein and 

transcriptome analysis“ was selected for 

funding in the second round project call of 

the BCPM. The two topics defined for this 

call were „Reproducibility in Biomedical 

Research“ and „Integrating Data from 

Multiple Platforms for Precision Medicine“.

Dr. rer. nat. 
Deborah 
Stroka



09

Saturday 16.00

Dr. sc. Sabine Österle did her Bachelor‘s 

and Master‘s Degree in „interdisciplinary 

sciences“ at the ETH Zürich as well as her 

„Swiss Personalized 

Health Network: from 

clinical routine data to 

FAIR research data“

PhD in Synthetic Biology (Bioengineering). 

She was a postdoctoral scientist and 

lecturer at the ETH Zürich of the CAS 

„Modern Concepts in Clinical Research“. 

She is a lecturer in the Ethical and Legal 

Aspects in the Clinical Trials course at 

the European Center of Pharmaceutical 

Medicine (ECPM). Since 2018 she works in 

the Personalized Health Informatics group 

of the Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics 

(SIB) where she has the Team Lead of 

Data Interoperability. In close collabora-

tion with the SIB, the Swiss Personalised 

Health Network (SPHN) Managment 

office coordinates SPHN project funding 

and together they enable the develop-

ment of coordinated infrastructures, data 

interoperability, compatible data manage-

ment systems and harmonized guidelines, 

much needed for the practical implemen-

tation of precision medicine.

Dr. sc. Sabine 
Österle



10

Podium

Your newly acquired knowledge of precision medicine 

will be challenged and the chances and boundaries 

of this promising field will be elaborated. The podium 

will be led by a professional moderator, which will 

carry us through the whole discussion.

„Is Precision Medicine nothing but a hype?“

„Can the aimed cost-effectiveness be achieved?“

„Which legal framework in Switzerland regulates and 

complicates research with genomic data?“ .

The 2-part podium on Sunday will cover eth-
ical, economical, legal aspects of precision 
medicine with some experts in the field- crit-
ics and supporters. 

Workshops
Workshops wil l  be published at a later date.

Location
Fabrikstrasse 8, 3012 
Bern
Presentations, workshops 
and meals wil l  be at the 
vonRoll campus

Bus 101 Schanzenstrasse 
- Güterbahnhof
The campus is accessible 
either by foot (20 min walk 
from the train station) or by 
public transportation.

CLICK HERE

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fabrikstrasse+8,+3012+Bern/@46.9536294,7.4222603,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x478e39a1dada5ceb:0xae22a4be3211dd1f!8m2!3d46.9536267!4d7.4238962!16s%2Fg%2F11c89fd9ql
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fabrikstrasse+8,+3012+Bern/@46.9536294,7.4222603,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x478e39a1dada5ceb:0xae22a4be3211dd1f!8m2!3d46.9536267!4d7.4238962!16s%2Fg%2F11c89fd9ql


Friday: 19:00-21:30 
Saturday: 08:00-09:00

People who booked an accommodation will  get all  the information and their room 
card also at the SMSC check-in.

Infodesk:  There wil l  be a virtual infodesk the whole weekend. 

Push messages:  With the registration you can sign up to our message board, 
where you wil l  receive useful information and reminders from us via Whatsapp 
during the event and the days before.

Everyone who booked one or two nights 
at our organized accommodation wil l 
sleep at the 
Youth Hostel Bern  or  the Hostel 77 .

Youth Hostel Bern: Weihergasse 4, 
3005 Bern 
Hostel 77: Morillonstr. 77, 3007 Bern

Bed linens are included, but please bring 
your own towel.
You can eat breakfast in the hostel,  enjoy 
their breakfast buffet!
If  you booked an accommodation you 
have a free ticket for all  the public trans-
portation in Bern for the weekend.

Youth Hostel Bern
11

Check-In & Infodesk

Accomodation

Practical 

Information
Costs 
participation fee: 50 CHF
costs per night: 15 CHF
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Party
We planned a unique party on top of the Gurten, the 
“Hausberg” of Bern! Get ready for a once in a lifetime 
party up there with great views, dance music, drinks 

and a lot of fun!

Transportation

For Saturday night after 
the party we have orga-
nized transport to the 
hostel or the train station 
(no extra costs for you). 
You are responsible for all 
other transport.



Merchandise
25.-

By attending the SMSC you agree to be photographed and filmed.
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Catering

Breakfast          Hostel/vonRoll   Hostel/vonRoll

Lunch           vonRoll     packed lunch

Dinner    Foodtruck    vonRoll
      Pizza, Gelateria

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY



Thanks to all the sponsors who made this SMSC possible!

Verband Schweizerischer Assistenz- und Oberärztinnen und -ärzte
Schweizerische Akademie der Medizinischen Wissenschaften
FMH Verbindung der Schweizer Ärztinnen und Ärzte
MediService AG
Medizinische Fakultät Bern 
Fachschaft Medizin Bern
Schweizerische Neurologische Gesellschaft
Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Gastroenterologie
Inselspital
Swiss Personalized Health Network 
Careanesth 
Nettomed
Universitätsklinik für Neurochirurgie
Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Chirurgie SGC
Universitätsklinik für Plastische- und Handchirurgie
Junge Hausärztinnen und -ärzte Schweiz (JHaS)
Universitätsklinik für Hals-, Nasen und Ohren Krankheiten
Interessenverband Ärzte und akademische Berufe
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Sponsors  of this year’s SMSC



This SMSC is organized in collaboration with the 
Bern Center for Precision Medicine.

OC Members

 Florin Kalberer
 Laurin Largiadèr
 Nicolas Graf
 Luc Rittmann
 Franziska  Alber
 Florence Donzé 
 Jael Geiger
 Nicole Wyss Fonseca
      Peldon Tsultrim
      Lukas Arnold
 Lea Wahl

Präsidium
Generalsekretariat

Finanzen
Sponsoring

Programm
Social Program

Logistik
Marketing

Public Relations

15


